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We all care about being healthy. Yet only a small fraction of the 7.7 billion potential
health innovators throughout the world currently have the opportunity to transform
new ideas for improving healthcare into testable prototypes. The new Carle Illinois
College of Medicine aims to harness this tremendous untapped human potential by
democratizing health innovation and thereby empowering individuals and
communities around the globe to help address some of the most important
challenges facing society today.

This talk will focus on some early momentum in this direction and
opportunities for strategic partnership with Kyushu University through the
development of a first-of-its-kind Medical Maker Lab
(https://medicine.illinois.edu/research/medicalmakerlab/) a Global Community
Immersion Program (https://medicine.illinois.edu/research/global-community-
immersion-program/), and the new field of Progenerative Medicine
(https://medicine.illinois.edu/focus-areas/). Progenerative Medicine targets
diagnostics and therapeutics that autonomously perform higher-order functions to
understand, promote and/or enhance human physiology. These include molecular
prosthetics, nextgen imaging agents, biobots. It achieves these goals via forward
design and automated synthesis of frontier molecules, cells, tissues, and systems that
productively interface with people to promote health. This approach has particularly
strong potential to promote healthy and meaningful aging, an important and growing

challenge faced by all societies around the world.
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